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     The spring rain earlier this week has lawn and landscapes looking the  
best I have observed in years. Cool weather and high moisture produce  
perfect growing conditions for cool season turf and cool weather annuals.  
However, the cool weather can bring problems to other plants. Cool, wet  
weather in early spring can often cause problems with landscape plant  
materials, namely camellias and Bradford pears. 
 
     Camellias throughout the county are now infested with leaf gall. This  
foliar disease is caused by overwintering fungi which is able to survive the  
winter in leaf buds infecting newly developing leaves. The infested leaves  
become thickened and succulent and are often larger than normal leaves.  
These young, diseased leaves are grossly distorted with a pinkish-green  
color on the top leaf surface and a white color on the under leaf surface.  
Fungal spores of the disease are dispersed by strong wind currents and  
splashing water. The weather experienced over the past few weeks was perfect  
for spreading the disease.  The diseased camellia leaves eventually dry up  
turning brown to black later this month. 
 
     Fortunately, leaf gall causes little damage to the overall health of  
the shrubs or to camellia flowering, but may be unsightly in the landscape  
or garden. 
 
     You can prevent future infestations by removing and discarding diseased  
leaves as they appear. Fungicide applications are seldom necessary and  
provide only limited disease control. 
 
     Cool rainy weather also produces an environment favorable for  
fireblight in Bradford pears, edible pears and apples. Fireblight is caused  
by a bacteria spread with splashing rain, insects or sometimes introduced by  
infected pruning tools. The weather was cool and rainy during the bloom  
period this spring conducive to spreading the disease. 


